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What we witnessed in the past months is probably an 
unprecedented wave of disruption. 

One would ask whether globalisation is dead, 
and whether ‘isolationism’ is the foundation of the new world 
order. However even the word order sounds out of place, as 
the more one reads and follows, the issue of disruption makes 
the notion or ‘disorder’ as the new world order. 

Disruption, by definition, is a radical change, necessitating 
an adjustment of course or strategy. The disruption in the 
international world seems to be driven by the notion of 
‘isolation’. 

The departure of the idea of commonness, and thus the 
notion of common good has driven countries to look at their 
interests first. The Trump factor, the Brexit impact and the 
European departure from its founding principles amongst 
some of its member states have all fueled the notion further.

In the eighties, the common value was that of unification 
and a dire need to end divides. While everyone looked at their 
interest, these interests were always second to the notion of a 
‘common good’. Common good was the essence which drove 
most of the political changes we witnessed in that decade and 
the following one. 

September 11th did change things and that change led to 
a diverse way of looking at things. It started to sow the seeds 
of what we have today. With it we saw the growing distrust in 
the concept of a multi-national super power which preserved 
peace. Migration and fears on security continued to grow. 
Disgruntlement from centrist politics fueled further distrust 
in a political system which we knew. Political blunders, 
economic failures and a crisis led to a situation where people 
wanted to try anything else, except what we had. It can also be 
argued that the financial crash of 2008 dealt another blow to 
globalisation and citizens grew more sceptical of international 
cooperation and trade agreements that only seemed to benefit 
mega-institutions.

The result is what we’re living today. Disruption. While 
in technology disruption is seen as good, and businesses are 
urged to embrace it, in politics and international scene, the 
disruption we’re seeing is of a significant scale. 

Predictions are hard to make and to make decisions one 

needs to be informed. 
Our mission at Corporate ID Group is inspired by the belief 

that facts form the basis of cooperation and trusts. To believe 
in facts, one needs to have facts in hand. Our aim is to provide 
facts.  

We have no choice but to move forward. To be able to 
move forward in unchartered territories, one needs to make 
decisions based on hard evidence.  

Corporate Dispatch is the information provider of the 
Insights Institute which form part of a Group of initiatives 
under the Corporate Id Group. Diplomatique.Expert aims 
at providing the expertise required in the situations being 
analysed. 

Diplomatique.Expert has proudly teamed up with Bugeja 
Geopolitical Consulting to bring you our first publication. 
The GeoPolitical Stability Index aims to provide the necessary 
insight and establish itself as a ‘bearing’ so one can calibrate 
the thinking process required to take commercial decisions 
which depend on geopolitical risk assessments. 

As Barack Obama said, ‘given the strange and uncertain 
times we are in, each day’s news cycles bring more head-
spinning and disturbing headlines.’ Our aim is that of 
providing useful insight based on a tool which helps you 
step back for a moment and get some perspective, so you can 
charter the next lap of your journey informed. 

Foreword
Jesmond Saliba
Executive Chairman - Corporate ID Group
Managing Editor - Corporate Dispatch

Political blunders, economic 
failures and a crisis led to a 
situation where people wanted 
to try anything else, except 
what we had.
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Global 
Stability 
Average

Introduction
Global uncertainty –
not instability

Following the news over the past few months, one would 
be forgiven for thinking that the veritable sky is falling 
down. The world is entering a period of increased 

uncertainty as the United States appears to be withdrawing 
from its traditional role as the leader of the global order, the 
UK & EU negotiate Brexit, China continues to expand its 
One Belt, One Road initiative, and trade tensions hamper 
relations between the United States and a number of its 
biggest trading partners. 

However, global stability dynamics have not registered a 
marked decline over the past five quarters. If anything, it has 
improved marginally quarter on quarter for several quarters 
in a row, as shown in the graph below.

What possible explanation could there be for the data 
painting a different picture than what we are hearing and 
seeing in the media today? Certainly, the world is going 
through a period of rapid change. However, those changes 
have, to date, not translated into deteriorating stability. With 
the global economy currently going through a period of 

expansion at a pace not seen since the 2008 global financial 
crisis, countries have been buoyed by economic growth 
which has obscured what is otherwise a more challenging 
geopolitical climate. 

With various global institutions, including the 
International Monetary Fund, expecting global growth to 
slow in the next few years, politicians and institutions will no 
longer be able to hide behind economic growth as a sign of 
their success –and the more pressing issues of globalization, 
identity politics, migration flows, climate change and 
income inequality (to name but a few) will impact economic, 
political and social stability considerably. Populist parties 
have already taken over the reins of government in European 
countries, and an unpredictable property tycoon with little 
appreciation of global affairs sits in the White House. The old 
cliché is that global cooperation is crucial.

In truth, global cooperation has never been more crucial 
to stave off the risks ahead – and never has it been more 
under threat. 

Matthew Bugeja
Bugeja Geopolitical Consulting
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In the past and for a substantial number of years 
following World War II, a definition of the World 
Order had at its fulcrum a ‘balance’ between the US, 

the main European countries and other major economies 
on one side and the ‘other’ countries at the other end. 

In this environment multilateral agreements concluded 
in diverse areas among which economic, trade and 
environmental matters ensured general harmony and a 
certainty in the continuity of an effective World Order.

The advent of Trump on the political scene and his 
America First standoff brought with it a completely 
different approach, from a global perspective, which 
somehow has jolted the balance from the fulcrum we knew 
and is redefining the order as we knew it.

The new approach may be equated to the corporate 
world which tends to adapt and adopt different approaches 

in the way negotiations are held so as to achieve results for 
the best interest of their shareholders. Perhaps, when one 
analyses Trump’s negotiating approach, one could see such 
a pattern. 

This pattern, sees Trump unleashing unprecedented 
diplomatic attacks, creating an atmosphere which augurs 
anything but harmony, then inviting countries to the table, 
setting the agenda and establishing a position which is in 
the exclusive interest of the US. 

Trump’s emphasis has been focused on trade often 
to the detriment of other important matters such as 
the environment. During the past months, his targeted 
‘enemies’ were those countries that somehow were seen as 
possible economic ‘powers’ and ‘competitors’ in the global 
market.  The art of diplomacy has been overshadowed by the 
ongoing discussions of an economic dimensions creating 
‘conflict’ which rather than bombs, sees the introduction 
of tariffs and the imposition of sanctions, all with one aim, 
that of strengthening the Made in the USA value - which 
leads to a return of jobs and capital to the United States.

Insight 
Redefining 
the World Order

Jesmond Saliba
Ylenia Micallef Grimaud
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Perhaps therefore a new definition of the world order 
sees a re-alignment of the globalised market, where the US 
is trying to assert itself as the strongest economic player 
within the context of a rising China, without needing other 
players and relinquishing its power to the benefit of others. 

In this context the real ‘global war threat’ was addressed 
in the summit with the North Korean president. With 
the only other real global threat remaining being Iran. 
Moreover, The US’s position vis-a-vis Iran and Turkey 
need to be seen also from the point of view of the US’s close 
relationship with Israel and the intention to aid Netanyahu 
strengthens Israel’s grip on the region. 

Let’s for a moment see the recent issues set off by Trump: 
China; the European Union, Japan and Turkey. Defying the 
rules and conceptual framework of interdependence based 
on the notions of globalisation, Trump is dismantling the 
‘Global Market’ and attempting to have different bilateral 
‘deals’ with different partners. 

He knows he’s powerful. He tweets and the markets react 
both globally and at home. We’re seeing a different game 

plan, different warfare which has different impacts. The 
only question remains, what’s the ultimate goal?

Our guess is that of making America great again through 
the dismantlement of the global deals which were the ‘basis’ 
of world’s economy thus the economic world order.

 In this environment the role of the EU in the new world 
order becomes all the more important. Economically and 
politically, it has to remain unified to be able to withstand 
any attack Trump may decide to unleash and having 
defined the EU as a trade ‘foe’ of the US does nothing to 
abet this growing concern.

Realistically the EU if ‘united’ has the numbers to be a 
global economic power. The challenge is to remain united 
and speak with one voice in the global arena. The issues 
within the European structure aren’t as much economical as 
much as they are political. Issues of migration and security 
remain the issues at the core. The aspect of migration for 
the EU needs to be taken also in consideration, if Europe 
as a whole, wants to become a global world power it has to 
act as one.  

European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker, Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte, Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
and (back-L-R) European Council 
President Donald Tusk, Britain’s 
Prime Minister Theresa May, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
US President Donald J. Trump and 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau participate in the second 
working session on ‘economic growth 
and the future of work’ the G7 Summit 
in Charlevoix in Canada 08 June 
2018. The G7 Summit runs from 8 to 
9 June in Charlevoix, Canada. Credit 
EPA-EFE/CLEMENS BILAN
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Australia & New 
Zealand

Commonwealth of 
Independent States

Caribbean

Eastern Africa

Central Africa

Eastern Asia

Central America

European Union

Central Asia

Melanesia

 ■ Australia
 ■ New Zealand

 ■ Armenia
 ■ Azerbaijan
 ■ Belarus
 ■ Georgia
 ■ Kazakhstan
 ■ Moldova
 ■ Russia
 ■ Ukraine

 ■ Cuba
 ■ Dominican Republic
 ■ Haiti
 ■ Jamaica
 ■ Trinidad and Tobago

 ■ Burundi
 ■ Djibouti
 ■ Eritrea
 ■ Ethiopia
 ■ Kenya
 ■ Madagascar
 ■ Malawi
 ■ Mauritius
 ■ Mozambique
 ■ Rwanda
 ■ Seychelles
 ■ Somalia
 ■ South Sudan
 ■ Tanzania
 ■ Uganda
 ■ Zambia
 ■ Zimbabwe

 ■ Angola
 ■ Cameroon
 ■ Central African 

Republic
 ■ Congo
 ■ Congo Democratic 

Republic
 ■ Equatorial Guinea
 ■ Gabon

 ■ China
 ■ Japan
 ■ Mongolia
 ■ North Korea
 ■ South Korea
 ■ Taiwan

 ■ Belize
 ■ Costa Rica
 ■ El Salvador
 ■ Guatemala
 ■ Honduras
 ■ Mexico
 ■ Nicaragua
 ■ Panama

 ■ Austria
 ■ Belgium
 ■ Bulgaria
 ■ Cyprus
 ■ Czech Republic
 ■ Denmark
 ■ Estonia
 ■ Finland
 ■ France
 ■ Germany
 ■ Greece
 ■ Hungary
 ■ Ireland
 ■ Italy
 ■ Latvia
 ■ Lithuania
 ■ Luxembourg
 ■ Netherlands
 ■ Norway
 ■ Poland
 ■ Portugal
 ■ Romania
 ■ Slovakia
 ■ Slovenia
 ■ Spain
 ■ Sweden
 ■ United Kingdom

 ■ Kyrgyzstan
 ■ Tajikistan
 ■ Turkmenistan
 ■ Uzbekistan

 ■ Fiji
 ■ Papua New Guinea

Country List
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Middle East

South Asia

North Africa

South East Asia

North America

Southern Africa

Northern Europe

Southern Europe

South America

Western Africa

 ■ Iraq
 ■ Israel
 ■ Jordan
 ■ Kuwait
 ■ Lebanon
 ■ Oman
 ■ Qatar
 ■ Saudi Arabia
 ■ Syria
 ■ Turkey
 ■ United Arab Emirates
 ■ Yemen

 ■ Afghanistan
 ■ Bangladesh
 ■ India
 ■ Iran
 ■ Myanmar
 ■ Nepal
 ■ Pakistan
 ■ Sri Lanka
 ■ Timor Leste

 ■ Algeria
 ■ Egypt
 ■ Libya
 ■ Morocco
 ■ Sudan
 ■ Tunisia

 ■ Brunei
 ■ Cambodia
 ■ Indonesia
 ■ Laos
 ■ Malaysia
 ■ Philippines
 ■ Singapore
 ■ Thailand
 ■ Vietnam

 ■ Canada
 ■ United States

 ■ Botswana
 ■ Lesotho
 ■ Namibia
 ■ South Africa
 ■ Swaziland

 ■ Iceland
 ■ Switzerland

 ■ Albania
 ■ Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
 ■ Croatia
 ■ Kosovo
 ■ Macedonia
 ■ Montenegro
 ■ Serbia

 ■ Argentina
 ■ Bolivia
 ■ Brazil
 ■ Chile
 ■ Colombia
 ■ Ecuador
 ■ Guyana
 ■ Paraguay
 ■ Peru
 ■ Uruguay
 ■ Venezuela

 ■ Benin
 ■ Burkina Faso
 ■ Cape Verde
 ■ Gambia
 ■ Ghana
 ■ Guinea
 ■ Guinea-Bissau
 ■ Ivory Coast
 ■ Liberia
 ■ Mali
 ■ Mauritania
 ■ Niger
 ■ Nigeria
 ■ Senegal
 ■ Sierra Leone
 ■ Togo

 / Global Stability Index Annual Report 2018 / 43



The Global Stability Index is just one of a comprehensive set of risk analysis and solutions we offer. The GSI database contains 
seven years’ worth of data which allows us to gauge a country’s past and present, allowing us to make informed evaluations 
about its future trajectory. We will know where the country is doing well, and what risks to keep an eye on. 

We offer many solutions which are tailored to fit our client’s need, and can offer bespoke solutions when you need us to tweak 
these services to fully match your requirements.  

Some of our other services include: 

Further information
Jesmond Saliba
Executive Chairman  - Corporate ID Group
Managing Editor  - Corporate Dispatch
 - Diplomatique.Expert

Individual country analysis For those seeking expertise on a country or region.

Geopolitical forecasting For strategic insights and in-depth guidance to stay ahead of the curve.

Intelligence monitoring When you need to have consistent knowledge of developments in a country or region which may impact your strategic operations.

Risk exposure A tailored analysis which determines the potential risks when operating within a country.

Situational/event analysis Useful for when decisions need to be taken in a short time, based upon a holistic overview of a developing situation.

Speeches/workshops Talks for company conferences and workshops on geopolitical risk issues.
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